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Have read with a ftudious eye this Dif: 
courſe which your Lordſhip commended 
. to my obſervation, and I muſt confeſle, that 
SI IPES I was not more ſorry that, Egland loved. 
7 I Rome ſo well, than 1.am glad the affetion 
betwixt them is thus diſcovered . For although the 
marks of the Beaſt for ſome yeares paſt were legible e- 
nough in every coxnerof this Land, and the Clergy ge- 
nerally could ſpeak 7talian, or were apt to learn it; yet 
fueh a'fpirit of Security did poſlefſe ws, and hope and fear- 
had ſuch influence upon our wretehed foules, that wee 
could not feethatalteration which wee lookt upon, and: 
the Goſpel was almoſt fled away before we beleeved it had 
any wings. But. the great and myſterious Riddle is bere- 
unfoulded,and thoſe Curtains of Peace and Charity which- 
did ſo ſpeciouſly cover this work of Darkzefſe, are drawn- 
from off it. He that will not now underſtand that Tz- 
ber and Thames were almoſt inone Channell, ſhall have 
my vote tO graze upon the Mountaigs,and forfeit his rea-- 
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ſonable ſonle, which in ſo clear a day will not diſcernthe 
waters rugning. I beleeve your Lordſhip with more 
boldnefſe will concurre in this ſentence, when you ſhall 
| hear that theYenetian Embaſſadowr was the Author of this 
little Story, A man, whoſe Religion would not permic 
him to favour the reformed Churches, or to blaſt his own 
with any falſhood. eſpecially in an accompt to a wiſe 
State which had employed him; A man of deare ac- 
quaintance with ? 4:z4nf, and although ne maſter buil- 
der, yeta pious ſervant and peRator of the work : When 
you ſhall alſo hear that the Itelzaz Copy was firſt tranſla- 
red into French for the great Cardinals ſatisfaction; and 
I donot doubt ithath good acquaintance in the Spaniſh 
Coart, and could ſpeak that language long ago. I could 
proceed further, but that the limits ofa letter cannot re- 
ceive my thoughts concerning this argument, and my 
eyes bekold fo much light,that they arealtogether dazled 
with the luſtre, A ſhort time ( if God permit) ſhall pro- 
duce ſuch a volume, which may prove me not only a lover 
'Of the truth, but in all lawfull Commands 
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Your Lordſbips 


moſt obedient Seruant, 
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THE POPEYS 
NVNTIOES 


The Negotiation of Seignior Panzan, 


Seignior (ox, &c. ref1dent here in England with 
the Queen, and treating abour alteration 
fREeriiGcroy 


WITH 


The eArchbiſhop of Canterbury and his 


Adherents in the yecrs of our LoKp, 
1634. 1625. 16 36, &Cc. 


DIS WY) EL1GI0N having a great power 
. ) = overthe ſpirirof Man, and an in- 

SY comparable force thereupon to 
© VA produce effects cxtraordinarie; 
SANE lome men embrace it with ſin- 
28 cerite of affection as a way lead- 
ing to true felicitie : bur others elteeme more of it 
for the generall profic which redounds from it to 
humane ſocierie, then for any other excellence diſ- 
cernedin it. Princes, and fage Polititians are of this 
latter ſort of men, giving reverence to it for the 
B colmmo- 
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commoditie which they receive from it; as well 
knowing by experience af all ages, thatthere is no- 
thing.more prapettopreſerye men in concord,and 
render the people obedient to the: higher Powers, 
Therefore the moſt adviſed and reſerved Princes, 
chough in their ſouls they make no account of Re- 
ligion, yet in appearance they alwayes endeavour 
toſeeme extreamly religious, and inflict exemplary 
puniſhmecar oa ſuch as attempr any thing againſt 
the puriti of it: foreſeeing with great prudence, 
that it is impoſſible any alteration of Religion 
ſhould happen wihour trouble and diſtraftion in 
the State, And indeed in thelc latter times we ſec 
thoſe States and Realms which have prevented di- 
viſions of Religion have maintained themſelves in 
peace and tranquillitie, as Ttaly, and Spaine : where- 
as in others on the contrary where the introducing 
of 1ew opinions has divided the people, there con- 
ſcquently Arms have been taken up by one againlt 
rhe other; witneſſe France and Germary.Andinough 
ſome Countreys have undergone change of Reli- 
gion without interruption of their Repofe, yer if 
weexaminethercaſon of it, we ſhall find the ſaid 
change ro haveſprong from ſome extraordinaric 
eauſe, rather then from divcrſitic of opinion a- 
amongſt thepeople The ſeparation of England from 

the 
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| the Church of Rome was not cauſed ſo much by the 
deſire ofreforming Religion, as from animolitics 
conceived by Hen, 8. againſt the Court of Rome, by 
reaſon of its difficule conſenting to the diflolution 
of his marriage wich Katharine of (aſtile, And 
though under Edward his Sonne the Reformation 
was received by publick. conſent of the whole 
Realme, it was grounded upon the ſame caule, and 
no obſtinate opinion of new dottrine;for under che 
Reigneof Queen Mary che Kingdom was as cafily 
reconcilcd to the Church of Rome again, as it had 
been ſeparated before, Queen Flizabeth being come 
to the Crown, and her intereſts ſwaying her to fa- 
your the Reformation, ſhe found her people as far 
diſpoſed to embrace it as they had been forward to 
reject it, in her Siſters time; andſo the length of her 
Reigne bringing ina permanence of form , the fo 
well c{tabliſht ir,thar it hath ſince firmly continued 
under her Succeſlors Iames and CrarLes. Bur 
foralmuch as this Reformation « as has been ſaid) 
was induced more for interelt of State, and'to deli- 
verthat Kingdom fromthe Popes yoke, then for 
love of new Opinions : therefore the Enzli/h did 
not ſo ingage thetnfelves to rhole particular Opini- 
ons, bur that they have ſince let themſelves ro re- 
form theabule of Religion by reducing themſelves 
B 2 again 


(4) , 
again to the old practiſe of their fore-fathers. Ne- 
vertheleſle this Realm is ſo perverlly addi&ed ro 
maintain its own reſolute opinion ofexcluding the 
Popes Authority, that this hach been rhe cauſe, 
why the Catholicks (who for the firſt x2. yeers 
conformed themſelves to the policic introduced in- 
to the Church of Fagland) have ſince ſeparared 
themſelves from it ; and to teſtifie their uniting to 
the Pope, have refuſed to frequent the Proteſtant 
Churches, and thereby have tramed One partic in 
that State. England being ſo divided into Prote- 
ftants and Catholicks , a conſiderable: number of 
people by reaſon of the warres in France and the 
Netherlands, retired into it from thoſe Countreys 
with their Preachers, and being ſeaſoned and ini- 
tiared with the doEtrine of (alvin, they judged the 
Engziiſh Reformation bur imperteR, and lorcfuſing 
fubmiſſton ro that form of policie, by this meanes 
they conſtituted a third. partie, named Paritanes. 
Theſe Threc fa&ions are ſill ar this day in ſway. 
Thar of che Puritanes is the molt potent , confiſt- 
ing of ſome Biſhops, all the Gentry and Commi- 
naltic. That of the Proteſtants is compoſed of the 
King, almoit all the Biſhops, and Nobilicie,and be- 
fides of both the Vaiveiſitics. The Catholicks are 
the leaſt in number, yer make up a patticin ther 

State 
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State ſufficiemly conliderable, becauſe the body of 
them is compoſed of ſuch of the Nobilitie as are 
moſtrich, powerfull, and ſtrong in alliance, and of 
no ſmall number amongſt the inferiour lore, Now 
theſethree Factions in Religion, though they all op- 
poſe one another, yet the hatred of Proteſtants 
againſt Puricanes is greater, then againſt Catho- 
licks, and thatof Cacholicks is greater againſt Pu- 
ritanes then Proteſtants, and thatof Puritanes is 
orcater again(t Catholicks then Proteſtants. And 
thus both Catholicks and Proteſtants do very caſi- 
ly combine together for the ruine and rooting out 


of Puritanes : and vere it not for the intereſts of 


{omegreatones at Court, wholerve themſelves by. 
pretext of Religion to attain to their own ends, 
and thereupon to win their attendance have recei- 
yed them into proteCtion , it would be no hard 
matter to ſuppreſſe, and quell the Puritanes. : The 
Realm being in this condition there is happened a 
diſcord amongſt Catholicks. which has diltracted: 
them alſo inro Factions, the occaſion whereof was 
the pretended jurifdidtion of D* Smith an Engliſh. 
nan Bithop of ( halcedon, conteſting for the power 
of Ordinary over all England : in which he was a- 
betied with the favour of al the ſecular Clergy,and. 
all Catholicks adhering to them. The Regulars 
B 2 here- 
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herevpon and mote eſpecially rhe Teſuites,oppoſed 
themiclyce, & wrote divers books both ſcandalous 
and prejudiciail ro the poyver of Biſhops:all which 
bave beca cerlured and condemned by rhe Vni. 
verſity &t Paris: and Peter Aurelius a Doctor there 
has written very learnedly in confutation of the 
ſaid books. But this did little avail to the appeaſing 
of the difference, it did exaſperare rather the Regu- 
lars, ſo thatthey raiſed ſuch perfecution againſt the 
{aid Biſhop, that he was faine to fiye our of Eg. 
land into France, and there he is {till reſiding. And 
ſince his retreatthe diflention is grown more fierce, 
inſomuch as the Pope taking notice thereof, and 
deliring to apply ſome convenientremedie,and yer 
not clcerly diſcerning the truth of thoſe affairs, ſo 
as they were diſguiſed by the cunning and ſubtilty 
of each party : Hethen reſolved to ſend over ſome 
perſon by wnole preſence upon the place he mighr 
be beſt informed of the truth for the applying of 
ſome expedient to thoſe broyls. Thus in the year 
1634. his Holineſſe did diſparch into England Sig- 
nior Gregory Pangani,a DoQtor in Law and Romith 
Prielt, and by his papal Bricf dated the 10 of Octo- 
berot the ſame yeer, dire&ed to the Engliſh Cler- 
gy and Catholicks, he required and commanded 
credence to be given him in whatſoever Signiour 
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Panzani on his part ſhould expoſe to them. Cardi- 
nall Fran Barbarini alſo to accompany his Holines 
Brief, ſent a Letter of his own to the faid Catho- 
licks and their Clergy, with which and his Inſtru- 
tions Signior Panzai arrived at London the 25. 
Deccmb. 162 4 where he ſalnred the Queen, and 
afterwards the King alſo who received and treated 
him with much kindneſſe, telling him that He 
was very welcome: yea His Majeſty remained un- 
covercd during all the diſcourſe, & entertainment. 
He did alſo defire conference with the Archbiſhop 
of Canterb:ry, but was put off and procraitinated 
chercein from day to day:ſo that at laſt He departed 
the Kingdom withour any ſpeech had with him, 
From his arrivall at the rime of his abode in Eng» 
land He much applyed himſelf ro Secretary Winde- 
bank, and the Lord Cuttington , preſuming by the 
mcanes of the one to maintaine himſelf in the fa- 
vour of the Archbiſhop and his party , and by the 
other to avoid the hatred of the contrary fide. Py 
mezanes of a Friend of his Fe indeavoured to four'd 
ſome ofthe Engliſh Doctors of the Archbiſhops 
Adherents, whether or no the King would permir 
thereſhiding of a Catholick Biſhop of the Enzlfh 
Nation fo be nominated by His Majeſty, and not 
ro exercife his function, but as His Majelty ſhould 
Iimir, 
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limit.This Propoſition was not very pleaſing, yet 
afcer better adviſement they anſwered, that Scig- 
n:our Panzani ſhould firſt declare , whether the 
Pope would allow of ſuch a Biſhop to be deſign- 
ed as did hold the Oath of Allegiance lawfull, or 
at leaſt would tolerate the taking thereof by the 
Catholicks. In this Seignior Panz. would not 
declare himſelf, excuſing it for want of Commil- 
ſion, and lo thar Treatie was interrupted.Never- 
thelefle ro his intimate friend on the ſecond of 
Octob. 1635. he declared privately chat the Pope 
wouid never admit any man to govern as Biſhop 
that ſhould favour the Oath of Allegiance or f1- 
delitie: yet as to the ſaid Oath , fome Divines of 
the Archbiſhops party,told the forenamed friend 
of Panzani, that foraſmuch as Catholicks former- 
ly would not take the ſaid Oath of fidelity, be- 
caule they beleeved it preiudiciall ro the Popes 
authority,and that the Pope might nor complain, 
that the taking of the ſaid Oath was contrary to 
two of his Briefs prohibiting the ſame: The King 
did declare that he did intend no prejudice to the 
Popes Spirituall Authoritie by the ſaid Oath, nor 
require therein any other fidelity from his Sub. 
jets then {uch as God and Nature obliged them 
to. And this will and intention of the King 
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{ſhould be publiſhed to all Catholickes, at ſuch | 
time as the Oath ſhould be preſented. The 


Court of England,and the Prelates,with much 
zeale and paſsion, ſought to procure a tolera- 
tion of the ſaid Oath from the Pope ; alleadg- 
ing, Thar if it were in the Kings power to 
change it;He would retrench all ſuch words,as 
ſeemed oppoſite to his Holineſſe Authority : 
Bur the ſame being conceived, and enacted fo- 
lemnly in Parliament:to change, it was beyond 
the Kings power ; yet the explication appertai- 
ned to His Majefty,what the intendment there- 
of ſhould be, and ſo by a Declaration His Ma- 
jeſty would cleere That He intended no preju- 
dicetothe Pope. On the contrary, Panzani re- 
plyed; That the Oath containing ſome formall 
Termes, contrary to the Authority due to his 


Holineſle, and the intention of the Parliament, _ 


beitg to oblige Subjects to ſuch fidelity as was 
due to Princes only ; the King ought to change 
the ſaid Oath,and pur in ſuch termes as He plea- 


ſed ; -{o long as He altered not the Parliaments 


intention, Whereupon, We are to conſider deli- 


berately, the different intentions of theſe two. 
Courts, That of Rome,in perpecuall purſuance _ 
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of its old pretences,is more ſolicitous andlabo- 
rious to reverſe and deſtroy the ſaid Oath, be- 
cauſe the ſame ſeemes contrary to its temporall 
Grandour , than to extirpate ſuch heref1cs as 
that Realme is infc&ed with. Butthe aime of 
che Engliſh Court isto procure either an ap- 
probation, or toleration of the Oath. from 
Rome, out of hope to effect thereby a: reconci- 
liation betvveene both Courts, yet not inten- 
ding to effe&t the ſame without verie great ad- 
vantage, and that in things contrarie to the 
maximes of Rome, to which that will; never 
accord. As for example, to get permiſsion 
that Catholikes may indifferently, frequent 
Proteſtant Churches ; That, the Papall power, 
and dignitie ſhall. be confeſſed to be only. of 
humane right, &c. And. that which per- 
ſwades the Court of England, that the Pape 
tay grant his apprabation to the Oath, is; be. 
cauſe it ſeems that many of the Catholike. Do. 
ftors, notwithſtanding any Briefs of the Pope. 
co the contrarie ; have maintained the lawful. 
nesof it,both with their tongues & their, pens. 
Astoa reconciliation betwcenthe Churches of. 
England and Rome, there. were made. ſome 
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generall propoſitions and oyertures by the 
Arch-Biſhops Agents , they affuring that 
his Grace was verie much diſpoſed there- 
unto, and tharif twasnot accompliſhe in 
his lifetime; rTwould prove x work of more 
difficultie after his death, that in verie 
truth for the laſt three yeares, the Arch- 
Bifthop had introduced. fome 'innovarions 
——— the rites and formes of Rome, 
that the Biſhop of Chicheſter, a great con- 
fidenc of his Grace, and the -Lord Treaſu- 
rer, and eight: other Biſhops of his Graces 
partie » did moſt paſsjonately defire a re- 
conciliation with the Church of Rome, 
that they did day by day recede' from their 
amient Tenets* to accommodate with the 
Church of Rome; That therefore the Pope 
on his part ought ro make ſome ſteps to 
meet them, and the Court 'of Rome remit 
ſomething of its rigour in doctrine, o- 
therwiſe no accord could be. And in ve- 
ric deed, the Vniverſities,, Biſhops , and 
Divines of this Realme, doc daily em- 
brace Catholike opinions, though they 
C' 2 profeſle 
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profeſſe not ſomuch with open.mouth ; for 
feare of the Puritans. Forexample.; They 
hold that the Church of Rome is a true 
Church ; That the Pope is ſuperior to all 
Biſhops; that to him it appertaines to call 
generall Councels , that itis lawfull to pray 
for the ſoule of the departed ; that Altars 
. ought to be ereed of ftone. In ſurme; 
that they : beleeve all that is taught by the 

Church, br not by the Court of Rome. 
There was likewiſe an Engliſh Doctor, 
that told Panzanies forementioned friend; 
that the King did approve of Auricular 
Confeſsion, and was willing to introduce 
it ; and would uſe force to make it received, 
were it not for. feare of {edition amangſt 

the people. pH | 
Thele affaires being ſo diſpoſed, and the 
Overture of a,peaccable Reconciliation, ſo 
mature, forthe treating of the ſame.Sig.Pan- 
zani was adviſed to. ſpeake no more of the 
eſtabliſhment of a. Cathglicke Biſhop in 
England ; that being .ſo odious to the Pre- 
lates there : but to procure from the King 
per- 


(13) 
permiſsiorwfora Nuntio or Agent, from the 
Pope,to be addreſſed ro the Queene ; which 
without any bruit, might reconcile the rwo 
Courts, "MN 
And Panzani's forementioned friend did 
communicate the ſame to a perlonage, 
which had many friends abouc the King : 
ſo that this expedient was propoled to the 
King ; and by Panzani himlelfe to the 
Queene. 
The King entred into deliberation upon it, 
with ſome of His moſt intimate Councel- 
lors ; who did approvethereof: upon con- 
dition, That he that ſhould be ſent trom the 
Pope ſhould be no Prieſt. 
The King:alſo, to ſtop the mouthes of 
murmurers, when this ſhould be publicke- 
ly rumored, faid in the preſence of many : 
Why may not I aſwell receive an Embaſla- 
dor from the Pope, as I doe from other Ca- 
tholicke Princes? And an other time; I can 
now reconcile my. ſelte ro the Church of 
Rome with much advantage. 
- C 3 This 
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This affaire being ſo cftabliſhed by Pax- 
zani further, to cover his deſignes ; and co 
affoord ſome ſatisfation ; both to the Po- 
Ppilh Clergy, and Regulars of England: And 
ro reſtifie his care of the maine buſineſle, 
for which he was ſent over ; he didprocure 
ſome accord betwixt the Seculars & Regu- 
lars/by common conſent,upon the 22.Noy. 
1635. where the Icluites alone would not 
come in. 

Since that time Pargani did pPIy him- 
ſelfe to court the amity ofthe Biſhops, and 
Clergy of England ; and particularly,of the 
Biſhop of Chicheſter;co whom he was pre- 
ſented by his old friend : by whom'he did 
alſo careſle others, injoyning his ſaid friend 
co make promile of Cardinalſhips, to ſuch 
as lived unmarried, and of penſtons,to ſuch 
as aſpired not thereunto. | 

As to affaires of the Civill State ; the ſaid 
Panzani hath uſed incredible diligence to 
diſcover the palsions, inclinations, and de- 
pendances of the Kings Councellors ; elpe- 
cially, 
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cially,of ſuch as are well affedted to Spaine , 
and todiſcerne the inclinations of the Pre- 
lates, and the meanes of gaining and aſſu- 
ring them: as alſo all the Officers of the 
Princes Houſe, whoſe names hee has all ta- 
ken, and entredin his memoriall, 

In the month of luly 1636. there arrived 
in England as the Popes Reſident , Seigs 
nior George (,on a Scottiſh:man, Secreta- 
rie forthe Latinetongue to Cardinall *Bar- 
barini, who was moſt kindly entertained 
by the King, Queene, and all the Court : 
and having great acquaintance and friends; 
hee made much more noyle and bruit,than 
Panzani had done., by giving and recei- 
ving viſits: from a great number. of the 
Nobilitic, Yetthere is little evidence that 
hee ſhall advance the- affaires of religion 
better than Panzanti,. becauſe of the difhi- 
dence of the Engliſh, to whom he ſeemes- 
a more cunning. vulpine man. And 
though the report13;,that -hee is inſinuared | 
into the hearts of the. leſuires, (who mow 
| goyerne - 
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governethe beſt families of England) yet 
there is little hope of profic by that means; 
becauſe if the Courr. perceive this com- 
plyance ;.it may diminiſh the good opti- 
nion which is row conceived of him. 
For both the Arch-Biſhop and Biſhop of 
Chicheſter have ſaid often, that there are 
but two ſorts of perſons likely to impeach 
and hinder reconciliation, to wit, Puritans 
amongſt the Proteſtants, and Iefuites a- 
mongſt the Catholikes © 

Out of this Diſcomrſe it may bee infer- 
red (if it belawfull ro make judgement of 
chings future by things paſt) This Realme 
ſo divided into ſo many factions in matter 
of religion, and that of the Catholikes en- 
creaſing daily by the countenance of the 
King, will intime' (as is to be feared) be 
troubled and torne with civill wars, which 
cannot faite amongſt ſo many patrties,when 
ſome Heads ſhall once appeare to them,and 
ſuch will ſoene bee found amongft the 
Me” ” STR 0 
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